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The D. Curtis Mumford Scholarship 
This scholarship is to be awarded to a freshman in AREC and is to 
be used in the student’s sophomore year. The student should have 
at least a 3.0 GPA with evidence of good standing, be 
educationally goal oriented, and career focused. The scholarship 
will be awarded annually to a deserving student until the principal 
and accumulated interest earnings are expended. Mr. Mumford 
came to the department in 1938 and officially retired June 30, 
1970, but was subsequently active in the department before he 
passed away in May 1993. 
 

Chase Unger likes to go rock climbing, 
hike, and play disc golf. He is currently a 
member of the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars, and the disc golf 
club. Chase works at the North 
Willamette Research and Extension 
Center in Aurora, and is earning his 
degree in Agricultural Business 
Management. 
 
 

 
Agricultural Cooperative Council of Oregon Scholarship Award 
This is an annual cash award which is presented to two junior or 
senior students in Agricultural and Resource Economics who have 
shown an interest in farmer cooperatives and agricultural business 
management. The award is made in honor of Paul Carpenter, a 
long-time and devoted OSU agricultural extension specialist. The 
award is made possible by the Agricultural Cooperative Council of 
Oregon, an organization representing farmer cooperatives of 
which Mr. Carpenter served for many years as secretary. 
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Levi Graffenberger is a senior at Oregon 
State University, studying Agricultural 
Business Management. Levi was raised on 
his family’s 1700 acre farm located in the 
central Willamette Valley. Married in 
2014, Levi and his wife plan to take an 
active ownership role in EA Chambers 
Farms as soon as Levi completes his 
degree next year. Winter 2017 will be 
exciting for the two, as they embark on a 
journey to New Zealand, or Haiti, to 
complete Levi’s internship requirement. 
Levi enjoys fishing, hunting, soccer and 
snowboarding in his spare time. Levi is 
currently employed at EA Chambers Farms 
and frequently is involved with First 
Steppe’s production in northern Haiti. 
 
Darren Heller is from Scappoose, Oregon 
and is 20 years old studying Agricultural 
Business Management at OSU. He has two 
older sisters and one older brother who is 
deceased. He grew up working on his 
family’s small farm and their logging company. Darren enjoys fly 
fishing and being with family and friends. In high school, Darren 
spent three summers living in France with a French family, and 
that is the best experience he has ever 
had. After college, he plans on going 
back home to run the family logging 
company and expand the farming and 
cattle operation. 
 
Jack Merrill is a proud Oregon State 
University student studying Agricultural 
Business Management. He is a student 
manager for the Women's basketball 
team and has accepted an internship at 
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Boeing for the summer of 2016 working as a project manager. In 
his free time he enjoys basketball, baseball, and anything 
outdoors. 
 

McKenzie Searles is a junior studying 
Agricultural Business Management with 
a Communication minor. She currently 
works in the Academic Programs Office 
for the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and enjoys working with students, 
faculty, and perspective students. She is 
also an active member of Alpha Chi 
Omega sorority and in her free time she 
enjoys being outdoors and supporting 
OSU athletics. McKenzie will spend this 

coming summer completing an internship at Farm Credit West in 
their Tempe, Arizona office. She looks forward to promoting 
agriculture and learning more about the Farm Credit System!  
 

Sydnee Stoller is an undergraduate 
majoring in Agricultural Business 
Management and minoring in 
Agricultural Sciences.  Sydnee is involved 
in many activities some of which are Polk 
County Young Farmers and Ranchers, 
being an Oregon Women for Agriculture 
representative, and just recently 
volunteered for Ag in The Classroom at 
the 2016 Ag Fest. She is also a member 
of Sigma Alpha which is a Professional 

Agricultural Sorority. Sydnee is a member of the American Paint 
Horse Association and enjoys showing Paint horses alongside her 
grandfather and Aunt. Sydnee is putting her college education to 
good use as she works for Elmer Stoller Farms as bookkeeper, 
fresh market produce manager, and started beef and swine fresh 
meat market sales on the farm. She enjoys her friends, her 
Beavers and her family. 
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Oregon Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers Award 
This award is made to further the recognition of farm 
management and rural appraising as professional services and to 
encourage adequate preparation by those entering these 
professions. The cash award is given annually to a sophomore or 
junior in Agricultural and Resource Economics who has expressed 
interest in farm management and rural appraising. High scholastic 
accomplishments and demonstrated leadership and service 
attitudes are expected of the students. 
 
Nicholas Teubel was raised in the 
country between Salem and Silverton, 
Oregon. He started working on a local 
farm the summer before his freshman 
year at Silverton High School. Work 
included  moving irrigation pipe, helping 
with strawberry  harvest, and combining. 
At Silverton High School he participated 
in football, track, National Honor Society, 
and Interact Club. Following graduation 
he attended Chemeketa Community 
College in Salem as a Chemeketa Scholar and worked 15 months 
at a Wilco Farm Store. After earning a transfer degree at 
Chemeketa he enrolled at OSU in Fall of 2015. Nicholas is pursuing 
a degree in Agricultural Business Management with a minor in 
Crop Science. He has been accepted into the 2016/2017 College 
of Agricultural Sciences Leadership Academy and is a member of 
the 2016 Applied Economics Association Academic Bowl Team. In 
his free time he enjoys pickup games of sports, hiking, and 
shooting skeet. 
 
 
Oregon Chapter American Society of Farm Managers and Rural 
Appraisers Award 
 
See Nicholas Teubel bio above. 



6 

Ermine L. and Norma Olson Potter Memorial Fund 
The income from this endowment fund is available to assist needy 
and deserving students in Agricultural and Resource Economics. 
The amount awarded varies depending on the income generated 
from the fund and may be given to more than one student in a 
year. This award recognizes Professor E. L. “Dad" Potter, former 
distinguished head of Agricultural Economics at OSU. He was a 
pioneering leader in agricultural banking and a dedicated teacher 
and researcher in farm finance, agricultural economics, and 
management. The fund was created as a part of the distribution of 
Norma Olson Potter’s estate. 
 

Elaine Jordan is a junior studying 
Environmental Economics and Policy. 
She hails from the small mountain town 
of Angels Camp, California. Elaine is 
extremely involved in the College of 
Agricultural Sciences. She is the current 
president of the Agricultural Executive 
Council, the president of the Oregon 
State AAEA Academic Bowl, and the 
Sigma Alpha Fundraising Chair. This past 
year, Elaine coordinated two 

professional development events for the Agricultural Executive 
Council and organized an extremely successful fundraiser for 
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation, where she was 
able to raise over $2450. In addition to her studies and extra-
curricular activities, she is currently interning with Oregon 
Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation. There she is in charge of 
the annual calendar contest, creating Oregon commodity pages 
for the website, and helping with daily office tasks. This summer 
Elaine will be interning with the USDA National Agricultural 
Statistic Services (NASS) in Olympia, Washington; she will be 
training to become a statistician. This fall, Elaine plans on 
beginning her master’s studies as she was accepted into the 
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Accelerated Master’s Program for Applied Economics at Oregon 
State. 
 
Bennett Wahl is from Langlois, Oregon, 
where her family owns and operates a 
sheep, aggregate and timber operation. 
As a sophomore majoring in 
Environmental Economics and Policy, 
she is involved in several groups on 
campus including the Student Section of 
the AAEA Academic Bowl Team, Chi 
Omega Fraternity, the Agricultural 
Executive Council, and PEAC Club. In her 
free time, Bennett enjoys hiking, 
running, and spending time with her family. Inspired by her 
passion for community service, she also volunteers with the non-
profit program, Girls on the Run. Her experience with agriculture 
began on her family farm and continues at OSU on the council and 
programs within the College of Agricultural Sciences. After earning 
her degree, Bennett plans to pursue a career where she can use 
the skills she has learned here at Oregon State University to make 
a difference in the field of agriculture. 
 
 
Leroy Breithaupt Award 
This award was made possible through a grift to the OSU 
Foundation by Mrs. LeRoy Breithaupt in memory of her husband. 
The amount varies based on income from the endowment. The 
purpose of the award is to recognize and reward an outstanding 
junior or senior studying in Agricultural and Resource Economics. 
LeRoy Breithaupt was the first Harney County Extension Agent 
from 1914-1915. He served in Malheur County from 1920-1925. 
For the remainder of his career (1926-1951), Mr. Breithaupt was 
an Extension Market News and Marketing Specialist in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics. 
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Benjamin Rietmann is a second year 
student in the Honors College studying 
Agricultural Science and Agricultural 
Business Management with a minor in 
Spanish. He is from Condon, Oregon, 
where his family raises wheat and cattle. 
At Oregon State, he is involved with 
several groups, including Collegiate 4-H, 
International Agriculture Club, and 
ASOSU. 
 

 
The Rachel and Harold Hollands Scholarship 
This scholarship is awarded each year to a student in Agricultural 
and Resource Economics. Originally it was awarded on an every-
other-year basis between AREc and the OSU Art Department. Each 
department now receives a like scholarship amount every year. 
Selection of the AREc awardee is made by the department’s 
Undergraduate Committee. The criteria used for selection is 
financial need for assistance, scholarship achievement, good 
character, and U.S. citizenship. Harold “Red" Hollands was a 
member of the OSU agricultural economics faculty for many years 
before retiring in 1965. He taught courses and conducted research 
in marketing. Until 1981, he personally attend the awards 
ceremony. Mr. Hollands has since passed away. His wife, Rachel, 
was a patron of the arts and wished to also support the Art 
Department. 
 
See Benjamin Rietmann bio above. 
 
 
William P. “Chip" Harris Memorial Scholarship 
This award is given to a student who will be a sophomore, junior, 
or senior in the subsequent academic year. The student must have 
attended high school in Benton County for at least two years, have 
financial need, and be providing a minimum of one-half self-
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financial support. The award was established in 1988 by the family 
of William P. Harris to honor his memory. He graduated from the 
College of Agricultural Sciences around 1974 and operated a farm 
in Benton County. Mr. Harris was a helicopter pilot who 
unfortunately died in a helicopter crash in 1985. 
 
Andrew Damitio is a first year student at 
OSU majoring in Environmental 
Economics and Policy. In his first year at 
OSU, Andrew has been very politically 
active, co-founding the student group 
OSU Students for Bernie Sanders, serving 
on a local Parks Advisory Board, and he 
was recently elected as a representative 
to OSU's student government. Andrew 
has also volunteered for Alternative 
Spring Break, restoring wetlands and 
repairing wetlands in Southern Oregon. Additionally, he has 
explored entrepreneurship, pitching a business plan in front of 
venture capitalists and the mayor of Corvallis. In his spare time, 
Andrew enjoys running and hiking in the hills around Corvallis. 
 
Jose Garcia grew up and graduated high 
school in small town Monroe, Oregon. 
His major at Oregon State is Agricultural 
Business Management with a minor in 
Crop Science. He likes fishing, mountain 
biking, and drawing. He is very excited 
about his internship, and his learning 
opportunities at Oregon Vineyard 
Supplies. He then hopes to become an 
agronomist in his near future.  
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Fred Obermiller Memorial Scholarship 
This scholarship is in memory of Fred “Dr. O" Obermiller. It was 
created by his wife Marilyn and daughters Jenny and Katie. He 
was one of a group who speared headed to change one of the 
current undergraduate majors to Environmental Economics, Policy 
and Management. The amount of the award will vary. The 
purpose is to recognize and reward a student who is studying in 
Environmental Economics, Policy and Management. 
 

Ben Lawrence, a Junior, is in his 2nd year 
here at OSU. Upon transferring from 
Portland Community College he decided 
to study Environmental Economics and 
Policy. He is also pursuing a certificate in 
Geographic Information Systems. When 
not in school, he works at Steve Glaser 
Farm Inc., a hazelnut nursery in Tangent, 
Oregon. Ben is also currently starring in 
Alice in Wonderland at the Majestic 
Theater, assuming the roles of The White 

Rabbit and The March Hare. The picture above is from Welcome 
to the Show, a KBVR talk variety show that Ben co-hosts. This 
summer, Ben plans to return to Conestoga Rec & Aquatic Center, 
where he works as Program Director for a youth basketball camp. 
He also hopes to get plenty of backpacking trips and round of golf 
under his belt. 
 
 
Edward Earnest Scholarship in Agribusiness Management 
The award was established by the Joe and Frances Naumes Family 
Foundation, to honor Edward Earnest who owned Earnest 
Orchards of Medford, Oregon, until his passing in 1997. 
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Theresa O’Leary was raised on a cattle 
ranch in rural Eastern Oregon. She 
enjoys working on the ranch, especially 
during calving and branding season. This 
love of agriculture led her to major in 
Agricultural Business Management with 
a minor in Communications. Sports are 
also a big part of Tess’s life. She 
competes for and serves as a Team 
Captain for the Women’s Rowing Team 
here at Oregon State. Tess is also a 
competing member of the AAEA Quiz Bowl team. In her free time 
Tess enjoys working with kids and animals, cooking, reading and 
attending many of the sporting events that OSU has to offer. 
 
Gabrielle Redhead. Growing up in the 
town of Central Point, Oregon my family 
always was outside working together 
playing together and just having outright 
fun. Being raised in the Rogue Valley you 
gain a new appreciation agriculture at an 
early age. From county fairs to driving 
around and seeing the immense 
diversity of agriculture it planted the 
seed for my passion for our industry. My 
competitive drive led me to raise 4-H 
animals with my cousins then I transitioned into an FFA member 
high school. From there I participated in numerous career 
development events facilitating a growing my love for industry. 
During my high school years I always could be found in the Crater 
FFA Ag Lab working on the next event for chapter. 

 
Over the years my interactions faculty members and students 
from Oregon State gave me the idea that one day I would be able 
to attend this amazing university. I am currently a sophomore 
studying Agricultural Business Management with a minor in 
Leadership and I can’t be more excited about my future. During 
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the summer I will have the opportunity to work for Northwestern 
mutual, being intern in their Central Point branch, where I will be 
able to grow and diversify my network. Over this next year I’m 
extremely blessed to have the opportunity to be the student 
representative for Oregon State on the Oregonians for Food and 
Shelter board as well as being an Ambassador for Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Natural Resources through the college.  

 
What I hope to gain from the Ambassador Program is a deeper 
appreciation and understanding of the diversity that agriculture 
has an Oregon, as well as Oregon State University’s role within the 
industry. I’m extremely excited to be traveling other students that 
just as passionate, if not more passionate about the agricultural 
industry as I am. I look forward to all of the adventures and 
relationships that will come from this amazing opportunity. 
 
 
Dusty Goedeck Scholarship 
This scholarship was established by the Goedeck family. It is 
awarded at the discretion of the Agricultural and Resource 
Economics Department. The amount varies and is always donated 
by the family. The award was created posthumously in Dusty 
Goedeck’s name. He was an AREc student who died before 
receiving his degree. 
 
Tessa O'Callahan is in her third year 
studying Agricultural Business 
Management. She is an avid participant 
in multiple clubs and organizations. Last 
year she became an intern for the 
Organic Growers Club where she was 
responsible for organizing and 
maintaining the student farm. She is 
involved in the Student Sustainability 
Initiative, a group in charge of raising 
awareness about sustainable practices 
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on campus. Tessa is a student worker for Disability Access Services 
where she provides testing accommodation for students who 
have learning disabilities as well as physical disabilities. She enjoys 
tutoring accounting and economics. After she graduates she plans 
to pursue a masters in either business management or 
accounting. She is currently looking forward to studying abroad at 
Lincoln University, New Zealand, where she will spend the next six 
months learning about their successful organic agricultural 
operations. With her degree she plans to use her skills to improve 
food security nationally and globally and she hopes to inspire 
others to initiate change and social progress for a better world.  
 

Andrew Provost is a junior studying 
Environmental Economics and Policy, 
interested in working as an 
environmental consultant, urban 
planner, or economist after graduating. 
He is currently in training to work as an 
OSU undergraduate writing tutor. 
Outside of academics, Andrew enjoys 
traveling, doing outdoor activities, and 
performing as a rock singer and guitarist 
for two different bands. Andrew also 
likes running, bicycling, and spending 
time with friends and family. 

 
 
E. L. Potter Scholarship Award 
This scholarship was established in honor of Dr. D. D. Hill, retired 
head of Farm Crops and in memory of Professor E. L. Potter, 
former head of Agricultural Economics. This scholarship was to be 
given alternate years to Crop Science or Agricultural Economics. 
Since then, the scholarship was been available about every third 
year and only given to a student in the Department of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics. 
 



14 

Brecklin Milton is a Agricultural Business 
Management student from Ontario, 
Oregon. She is serving as an Ambassador 
for the College of Agricultural Sciences, 
Forestry, and Natural Resources for the 
upcoming school year. She is actively 
involved in Collegiate FFA and Relay for 
Life on campus. She looks forward to 
representing Oregon at the National FFA 
Convention in the fall as she was 
recently selected as a National FFA 
Officer Candidate. 
 
 
Jeld-Wen Foundation Scholarship 
This scholarship is intended to help either incoming or current 
students with their college education. Jeld-Wen, the largest 
privately owned company in the State of Oregon, wishes to aid 
students either from a community in which a Jeld-Wen facility is 
located or any county in Oregon. The scholarship was established 
in 2000 by Jerry Pettibone, the OSU football coach 1991-96. 
 
See Brecklin Milton bio above. 
 
 
Western Agricultural Economics Association Outstanding Senior 
Award 
Upon recommendation by the department Undergraduate 
Committee, this award is presented annually by the WAEA to the 
outstanding senior in the Department of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics. The award consists of a certificate presented to the 
student. In addition, the winner receives a one-year subscription to 
all WAEA publications. 
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Andrew Miles is from the small farming 
community of Fort Rock Oregon in South 
East Oregon. Between growing up on an 
alfalfa farm and being involved in the FFA 
during high school; Andrew found a love 
for agriculture. While at OSU, he has 
been involved in the AEC Department’s 
Quiz Bowl team, Young Cattleman’s 
Association and other clubs on campus. 
Andrew plans on doing a Master in 
Agriculture Education next year. After 

graduating from OSU, he plans to pursue a career as a farmer or 
high school agriculture teacher. In his spare time he enjoys 
fishing, hunting and any kind of competition. During the summers 
he runs his alfalfa farm with his brother. 
 
 
Applied Economics Department Outstanding Senior Award 

 
Christine Mapes is graduating with a 
degree in Environmental Economics and 
Policy as well as a degree in Agricultural 
Business Management. During her time 
at Oregon State University, she has 
served as an Ambassador for Agriculture, 
Forestry and Natural Resources, has been 
a Student Leader at Dixon Recreational 
Services, is a third-year member of Sigma 
Alpha Professional Women in Agriculture 
Sorority and currently serves as the 

sorority’s Second Vice President. This spring break, she had the 
extraordinary opportunity to spend a week in Puerto Rico through 
the College of Agricultural Sciences where she and eleven other 
students learned about food security issues, agricultural 
education and sustainability on the island. Through the Applied 
Economics Department, Christine had the opportunity to intern 
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with Boshart Trucking in Tangent last summer. In her free time, 
she has enjoyed fit pass classes at Dixon, learning to country 
western dance, hiking around Corvallis and learning to cook. After 
graduation, she plans to move back home to Scappoose, Oregon 
where she has taken a management position with Sauvie Island 
Kennels. She is thankful for all of the knowledge, professional 
connections, hands-on experiences and lifelong friendships 
Oregon State has given her. 

Ballard Extension Hall, Home of the Department of Applied Economics 


